


 



Terminology 

• Immigration is migration to a 
location while emigration is 
migration from a location 

• The difference between 
immigrants and emigrants is 
called net migration 

• If immigrants > emigrants, 
then the net migration is 
positive and has net in-
migration 

• If immigrants < emigrants, 
then the net migration is 
negative and has net out-
migration 









Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Usually migration is voluntary 
migration, a movement in 
search of a better life. 

• The decision to move usually 
consists of two main aspects 

 Away from someplace – push factors 
(usually negative) 

 Toward someplace – pull factors (usually 
positive) 



Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Economic Push and Pull 
Factors 

• The most common 
reason people 
migrate is lack of 
jobs and economic 
opportunities. 



 Largest country-
to-country 
migration flows, 
2005-2010 

 Most migration 
flows originate 
and/or end in 
Asia 



Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Economic Push and Pull Factors 

• The most common reason people migrate is lack 
of jobs and economic opportunities 



Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Cultural: Social Push and 
Pull Factors 

• People often migrate 

when they experience 

discrimination and 

persecution because 

of their ethnicity, race, 

gender, or religion.  





Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Cultural: Political Push 
and Pull Factors 

• People who oppose 
the policies of the 
government often 
migrate because they 
face persecution, 
arrest, and 
discrimination 





Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Environmental Push and Pull Factors 

• People often migrate to escape harm from 
natural disasters, drought, and other unfavorable 
conditions 



Migration’s push and pull factors 
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 Hundreds of thousands 
have been forced to 
move from the drylands 
in Africa because of 
drought conditions. 

 Deterioration of land to a 
desert-like condition 
typically due to human 
actions is called 
desertification. 

 Population increase + 
low rainfall = 
overpopulation 



Flooding along the Mississippi 
River in 2011 covers farmland 

Flooding in Jakarta, Indonesia 

Drylands, 
Tanzania – 
People are 

attempting to 
obtain 

drinking 
water from a 
dry river bed 





Migration’s push and pull factors 

• Intervening Obstacles 
• Barriers that make reaching their desired destination 

more difficult 
• Economic – a migrant lacks enough money to reach a 

destination 
• Social – a migrant gets married to someone who lives 

along the migration route and settles in that person’s 
community 

• Political – a migrant cannot get a visa needed to enter 
a country 

• Environmental – a migrant cannot cross sea, desert, 
or mountain range 





 



 



 





 



 



 



• http://metrocosm.com/global-immigration-
map/ 
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