


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Peripheral Model 

 



KI #3 Why Are Urban Areas 
Expanding? • Harris Peripheral Model of Urban Areas 

– an urban area consists of an inner city surrounded 
by large suburban residential and business areas 
tied together by a beltway or ring road. Around 
the beltway are nodes of consumer and business 
services called edge cities. The edge cities 
originated as suburban residences for people who 
worked in the central cities and then shopping 
malls were built near the residents. Many edge 
cities now contain manufacturing centers and 
office parks. 



Where Are People Distributed Within 
Urban Areas? 

• Applying the Models Outside North America 

– Applying the Models in Europe 

• Sectors 
– In Europe, the wealthy still live in the inner portions of the 

upper-class sector, not just in the suburbs like most of the 
affluent in the U.S. 

• Concentric Zones 
– In Europe, most of the newer housing built in the suburbs is 

high-rise apartment buildings for low-income people and recent 
immigrants, unlike the U.S. 

 

 

 

 



Figs. 13-17 



Where Are People Distributed Within 
Urban Areas? 

• Applying the Models Outside North America 

– Applying the Models in Developing Countries 

• The poor are accommodated in suburbs. 

• The wealthy live near the center of the city, as well as in 
a sector extending from the center. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



• Urban realms – 

parts of giant 
conurbations; selfsufficient 
suburban sectors 
(focused on their 
own independent 
CBD) – San Francisco Bay Area, Phoenix 
(Tempe, Scottsdale) 
 
Conurbation - region comprising a number 
of cities, large towns, and other urban 
areas that, through population growth and 
physical expansion 



Latin American 
City (Griffin-
Ford model) 



Figs. 13-18 



Where Are People Distributed Within 
Urban Areas? 

• Stages of Cities in Developing Countries 
– Precolonial Cities 

• Before the Europeans established colonies, most people 
lived in rural settlements. 

• There were but a few principal cities in Latin America, 
Africa, and Asia. 

• Examples 
– In present-day Mexico, the Aztecs built the city Tenochtitlan, 

where present-day Mexico City is located. 

– Colonial Cities 
• When European colonization gained control of Latin 

America, Asia, and Africa, they expanded the existing 
cities to provide colonial services. 

 

 

 



Figs. 13-21 



Where Are People Distributed Within 
Urban Areas? 

• Stages of Cities in Developing Countries 
– Colonial Cities cont’d. 

– Examples include: 

» Administration 

» Military Command 

» International Trade 

» Housing for European Settlers 

– Cities Since Independence 
• Following independence, cities have become the focal 

points of change. 
– Millions of migrants have arrived to them in search of work. 

• In some cities, such as Mexico City, previous social patterns 
from the previous century were reinforced. 

 

 

 



Figs. 13-22 



Southeast Asian 
City (McGee 

model) 
*not in book  



The African City 
(de Blij model) 

*not in book  



Now your turn…… 

 


