
Connectivity 

• Globalization 

– Economic globalization 

• Transnational corporations (invest/operate in many 
countries)  

 

– Cultural globalization 

• A global culture? 



Space: Distribution of Features 



What is distribution? 



Density 

How many things are in one square unit of 

space? 



Concentration 

How closely are things related to one 

another in a space? 



Pattern 

How are things arranged in a space?  



How does this image 

demonstrate the properties of 

density, concentration, and 

pattern? 



Describe this classroom using the words 

density, concentration, and pattern. 



Gender and Ethnic Diversity in 
Space 

• Patterns in space vary according to gender and 
ethnicity 

 

• In the U.S. you see clusters of similar types of 
people living in the same neighborhoods. 



Connections Between Places 

 



How has the time it takes to travel 

changed through the years? Why? 



Spatial Interaction 

 



What is distance-decay? 



“Distance Decay is the 
lessening interaction between 
places as the friction of 
distance increases.” 



What is friction-of-distance? 



“Friction of Distance is the 
effect of distance on 
interaction between places.” 



Distance-Decay Models for Stores 



What is space-time compression? 



“Space-Time Compression  is 
the reduction in time it takes 
for something to reach another 
place because of a change in 
technology.” 



1500-1840 

1850-1930 

1950s 

1960s 

1980s 



What determines the interaction between 

places? 



Proximity 

The nearness to important features.  



Connectivity 

Directness of routes linking pairs of 

places. 



Accessibility 

The relative ease with which a destination may 

be reached from other locations. 



What is diffusion? 



“Diffusion is the process by 
which a characteristic spreads 
across space from one place to 
another over time.” 



What is a Cultural Hearth? 



A hearth is the place 
which an innovation or 
cultural change 
originates. 



How do cultural elements diffuse? 



Core: The “most pure” area 
that possesses all cultural 
traits used to define a region. 
 
Domain: The area in which the 
culture is dominant but less 
intense. 
 
Sphere: The zone of outer 
influence where people with 
the culture traits can even be a 
minority in another region. 





Relocation Diffusion: The diffusion of a 
characteristic as people move from 

place to place. 











The rapid, widespread 
diffusion of a characteristic 
through the population. 



The spread of an idea 
from persons or nodes 
of authority or power to 
other persons or places. 



Stimulus Diffusion:  
Spread of an idea after 
reestablishing it after 
initial failure. 



For Your Consideration: 

The next few slides will ask you to 
identify what type of diffusion is 

being discussed.  



Fashion Trends from cities to 
surrounding areas. 

A. Contagious 

B. Hierarchical 

C. Stimulus 

D. Relocation 



Christianity not being adopted by its 
initiating group (the Jews) 

A. Contagious 

B. Hierarchical 

C. Stimulus 

D. Relocation 



When missionaries try to convert kings 
first to spread their religion. 

A. Contagious 

B. Hierarchical 

C. Stimulus 

D. Relocation 



The spread of Islam from Mecca from 
individual to individual 

A. Contagious 

B. Hierarchical 

C. Stimulus 

D. Relocation 



Italians teaching Americans to make 
pizza when they moved to North 

America. 
A. Contagious 

B. Hierarchical 

C. Stimulus 

D. Relocation 



End of Chapter 1 
 


